
 

Literature review 

1) Introduction to hydrogen production from waste water 

 

 Importance of hydrogen as a clean energy carrier 

Hydrogen is versatile and can be used across various sectors, including transportation, 

industry, and power generation. Its versatility arises from the ability to produce energy 

through combustion or electrochemical processes like fuel cells. Hydrogen has zero 

emission. When used in fuel cell, hydrogen reacts with oxygen to produce electricity, 

emitting only water vapors and heat as by product no greenhouse gases or pollutants. 

Hydrogen serves as an efficient means of energy storage and can store surplus energy  

 Generated from intermittent renewable sources, like solar and wind.in industrial 

processes, hydrogen can replace traditional fossil fuels, leading to the DE carbonization 

of industries that are challenging to electrify directly. Industries like steel and chemical 

manufacturing can benefits from hydrogen as a clean alternative.  Hydrogen can be used 

in transportation.  The transportation sectors sees hydrogen as a viable option to reduce 

dependence on conventional fuels and decrease carbon emission. International interest 

in hydrogen has grown as nations seeks to reduce carbon footprints and transition to 

sustainable energy system. 

 

1.1. Rationale for hydrogen  production from waste water 

 1.2.1. Clean energy generation 

 Hydrogen production: 

Microorganism breaks down organic matter in the waste water through anaerobic 

processes, releasing electrons. MECS capture these electrons, driving electrolysis to 

produce hydrogen gas. 

 Renewable energy source:  

Hydrogen is a clean and renewable energy carrier. Its combustion or use in fuel cells 

produces only water vapors as a byproduct, making it environmentally friendly. 

 

1.2.2. Waste water treatment: 

 Biological treatment: 



the microbial activity involved in hydrogen production also  contributes to the breakdown of 

pollutants in waste water. This dual function provides a sustainable and cost effective means of 

treating waste water. 

 

 

 Resource recovery: 

Extracting energy from waste water transform it from a disposal problem to a resource.  

This aligns with the principles of a circular economy, and resources are maximally utilized. 

        1.2.3 .Environmental benefits: 

 Reduce greenhouse gas  emissions: 

By converting organic waste into hydrogen instead of allowing it to decompose and 

release methane, a potent greenhouse gas, this process helps mitigate climate change. 

 Minimized environmental impacts: 

Traditional wastewater treatment methods often involve energy intensive processes. 

Hydrogen production from waste water offers a more sustainable and potentially less 

resource-intensive alternative. 

 

1.2.4. Resource efficiency: 

 

 Circular economy: 

                                                                                                                                                     
The approach exemplifies the circular economy concepts by closing the loop on waste. It 
transforms waste water, which would typically be considered a pollutant, into a valuable 
resource for energy production. 

 
 

  1.3. Challenges in conventional hydrogen production methods:                                               

 

Conventional hydrogen production from wastewater faces several challenges, despite its 

potential as a sustainable and environmentally friendly source of hydrogen. Here are 

some of the key challenges associated with this process: 

 



 Low hydrogen content in wastewater: 

 

Wastewater typically contains low concentrations of organic matter suitable for 

microbial digestion to produce hydrogen. This makes it challenging to achieve significant 

hydrogen yields through conventional methods. 

 

 Competing microbial processes: 

 

Wastewater contains a diverse range of organic compounds, and various microbial 

processes may compete for the available substrates. Some microorganisms may produce 

methane or other byproducts instead of hydrogen. 

                                                                                 

 Inhibition of hydrogen-producing bacteria: 

 

Certain conditions, such as high ammonia levels or low pH, can inhibit the activity of 

hydrogen-producing bacteria. Maintaining optimal conditions for hydrogen production 

without negatively affecting microbial activity can be challenging. 

 

 Variable composition of wastewater: 

 

The composition of wastewater can vary widely, depending on its source and the 

presence of contaminants. This variability makes it difficult to design a one-size-fits-all 

system for hydrogen production from different wastewater sources. 

 

 System complexity and cost: 

 

Implementing and maintaining a wastewater-based hydrogen production system can be 

complex and expensive. The need for specialized equipment, monitoring systems, and 

maintenance increases the overall cost of such systems. 

 

 Energy input vs. output: 

 

The energy required to treat and process wastewater for hydrogen production may 

offset the energy gains from the generated hydrogen. Achieving a positive energy 

balance is crucial for the economic viability and sustainability of the process. 

 Scale-up challenges: 

 



 While lab-scale experiments have demonstrated the feasibility of hydrogen production 

from wastewater, scaling up these processes to industrial levels presents additional 

challenges. Issues related to reactor design, process optimization, and cost-effective 

scaling must be addressed. 

 Energy Balance: 

     Sometimes, the energy needed to treat and process the wastewater cancels out the energy                                                    

gained from the produced hydrogen. It's essential to make sure you get more energy out than              

you put. 

1.4. Hydrogen storage and transport 

Hydrogen storage and transportation are two crucial steps which could increase the overall 

footprint of hydrogen production significantly. Hydrogen storage, transportation and distribution 

are key challenges for utilising hydrogen as an energy carrier, as it has very low volumetric energy 

density at room temperature and also has the ability to permeate metal-based materials. Hence, 

the need to develop safe, reliable and cost-effective hydrogen storage and transport is of the 

utmost importance [38]. 

 Presents hydrogen storage and transport options, where on the left side, physical storage 

options are shown, yielding compressed hydrogen gas, liquid hydrogen, and cryo-compressed 

hydrogen. On the right, chemical storage options are shown, which store hydrogen in the form 

of a metal hydride, LOHCs, carbon nanotubes, and MOFs. The storage options are shown in white 

rectangles, while the transportation options are in green rectangles and include transportation 

via pipeline, ship, train and road transport.  

    

2. Electrolysis as a hydrogen production method : 

Electrolysis is a chemical process in which water is  split into oxygen and  hydrogen  by passing  an 

electric  current through  two electrode immersed  in water via the following reaction equations: 



 Anode: 2H2O ----2H2+O2 

Cathode: 2H+ +2e-     =H2 

Overall reaction: H2O = H2+1/2O2 

H2 is formed in the cathode while O2 is formed in the anode. The electricity source to generate 

hydrogen in the electrolyzer can be clean and renewable such as wind and solar energy. 

For the operation of the electrolysis process the electrolyzer requires electricity deionized water 

and a KOH which is recycled. The produced hydrogen    oxygen and use KOH are then fed into a 

gas –liquid separator.  the separator  regenearates the used  KOH  and recycles it back into 

electrolyzer and all that remains is a mixture of hydrogen  and oxygen. The gases are separated 

using a gas –gas separator, where oxygen is emitted, and pure hydrogen is obtained [20]. 

                                                                                                          

   

  

 

 

       2.2. Types of electrolysis for hydrogen production: 

3. Water electrolysis types 

Most water electrolysis technologies generate hydrogen and oxygen from water at lower 

operating temperatures [[97], [98], [99], [100]]. The main types of water electrolysis for generating 

hydrogen are alkaline electrolysis [[8], [101], [102], [103], [104]], PEM electrolysis [[105], [106], 

[107]], solid oxide electrolysis (SOE) [46], and polymer anion exchange membrane (AEM) 

electrolysis [[108], [109], [110], [111]]. These electrolyzer types are discussed in the following 

subsections. 

 

1.5. Alkaline water electrolyzer 

Alkaline water electrolyzers are commonly used to produce hydrogen in large-scale applications. 

Nickel (Ni) and cobalt oxides are utilized to form the anode and cathode materials, respectively. 

Moreover, potassium hydroxide (KOH) electrolyte is the most useable with 30–40% and the 

alkalinity is generated by circulating the electrolyte across both electrodes [112,113]. Figure (5) 

shows a schematic diagram of an alkaline water electrolyzer cell [114]. The anode and cathode 

reactions occur to produce hydrogen and oxygen. The separating porous diaphragm is installed 



between the two electrodes, and the hydroxyl ions (OH−) are generated and passed through the 

porous diaphragm materials, which are made of ceramic oxide materials such as asbestos and 

polymers [115,116]. The hydrogen and hydroxide are produced at the cathode at moderate 

operating temperatures of 65–100 °C; oxygen is then generated at the anode by the hydroxide 

reaction. The conversion efficiency of alkaline water electrolyzers is 60–80%, and the cell 

operating voltage is 1.8–2.4 V [117]. The advantages of alkaline electrolyzers are that they can 

operate at low temperatures and do not require catalysts to activate and produce hydrogen [118]. 

In contrast, alkaline electrolyzer electrode corrosion is considered the foremost challenge because 

of the presence of an alkali solution. 

 

 

Fig. 5 

 

1.6. Proton exchange membrane electrolyzer 

PEM water electrolyzers can produce high-purity hydrogen at lower temperature ranges of 70–90 

°C. IrO2 and Pt are used as the anode and cathode catalyst materials, respectively [119,120]. 

Nafion membrane is typically used to conduct the hydrogen ions (H+); it is applied as a solid 

electrolyte, as opposed to the liquid electrolyte in alkaline electrolyzers. A PEM electrolyzer cell 



schematic diagram and reaction mechanism are shown in Figure (6). Hydrogen ions migrate 

through the solid membrane to form hydrogen molecules. Because of the electrolyte's acidic 

nature and the electrode's metallic surfaces, the reaction kinetics of PEM electrolyzers are rapidly 

induced compared with those of an alkaline cell [121]. As a result, PEM electrolyzers are safer and 

can operate at atmospheric pressure on the anode side while the cathode side is exposed to higher 

pressures [89, 122]. A significant challenge of PEM electrolyzers is their difficulty in scaling up for 

large-scale (MW) applications. Therefore, an extensive analysis should be performed to validate 

the large-scale unit’s characteristics and the expected lifetime of PEM electrolyzers. 

 

Fig. 6 

1.7. Solid oxide electrolyzer 

In solid oxide electrolyzers, the cell operates at substantially higher temperatures than alkaline 

and PEM electrolyzers in the range of 900–1000 °C. The cell electrodes are made from nickel, 

and less electricity is required for the hydrogen separation process, illustrated in Figure (7) [114]. 

Different heat input sources, such as waste heat and nuclear energy, can be used to reduce the 

dependence on electricity for heating [123,124]. In addition, the cell efficiency increases with 

higher operating temperatures. 



 

1.8. Anion exchange membrane 

AEM is the most recent water electrolysis technology, primarily driven by electrochemical 

applications for hydrogen production over the last few years. AEM electrolyzers combine the 

advantages of alkaline and PEM water electrolyzers [125]. The reaction mechanism of an AEM 

cell is illustrated in Figure (8). As can be seen, hydrogen and hydroxyl are generated at the 

cathode side. 



 

Fig. 8 

1.9. Advantages and challenges of electrolytic hydrogen production: 

When considering water splitting, it is noted that electrolysis is by far the most addressed 

hydrogen production process in the literature. This is because water electrolysis presents  many 

advanategs , such as high energy conversion efficiency  and the production of hydrogen with high 

purity [1]. In addition, it is well established technology and perfectly compatible with renewable 

energies [33].due to economic  constraints , water electrolysis  currently               represents only 

a small share (4%)  of global hydrogen production. However, it is considerd one of the most 

promising and sustainable method of hydrogen production due to the associated environmental 

benefits. By using renewable water as a feedstock and generating pure oxygen       as a  byproducts 

water electrolysis contribute  to the reduction  in greenhouse gas  emissions  and provides a clean 

source of  energy [34].in addition to  being viable alternative  to fossil fuels, since it uses water as  

the raw material , electrolysis   has the added advantages of being   able to use electricity  from 

renewable  sources , such as solar or wind  power to  drive the reaction , obtaining  in this case  

renewable  hydrogen [36]. , there are several challenges associated with it: Energy Efficieny 

Electrolysis requires a significant amount of electrical energy to split water molecules. The overall 

energy efficiency of the process is a critical factor in determining the environmental benefits of 

hydrogen produced through electrolysis. Improving the efficiency of electrolysis systems is an 

ongoing challenge. High Energy Costs: The cost of electricity is a major factor influencing the 

economic viability of electrolytic hydrogen production. If the electricity used in the process comes 

from non-renewable sources, it may contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and undermine the 



environmental benefits of hydrogen as a clean fuel. Electrode Degradation: Electrolysis involves 

the use of electrodes, and over time, these electrodes can degrade due to factors such as corrosion 

or metal dissolution. This degradation can reduce the efficiency of the electrolysis process and 

increase maintenance costs. Materials Compatibility: The materials used in electrolysis systems 

must be corrosion-resistant and durable to withstand the harsh conditions during hydrogen 

production. Identifying materials that can withstand long-term operation without degradation is 

a challenge. Scaling Up: Scaling up electrolysis for large-scale hydrogen production poses 

engineering challenges. Designing and implementing cost-effective, high-capacity electrolysis 

systems that can meet the demand for hydrogen on an industrial scale is a challenge .Hydrogen 

Purity and Separation: Achieving high purity levels of hydrogen is essential for certain applications, 

and separating hydrogen from other gases produced during electrolysis can be challenging. 

Ensuring the quality and purity of the hydrogen produced is crucial for its successful use in various 

industries. 

 

2)  Waste water as a feedstock for hydrogen production: 

Wastewater, often seen as a waste product, holds immense potential as a valuable resource for 
hydrogen production. With its abundance and diverse composition, it offers a sustainable and 
cost-effective alternative to traditional feedstocks like fossil fuels. 

Benefits of Using Wastewater for Hydrogen Production: 

 Abundant Resource: Wastewater generation is vast globally, exceeding the water required for 
hydrogen production even in a mature hydrogen economy. 

 Reduced Carbon Footprint: Utilizing wastewater for hydrogen production avoids greenhouse gas 
emissions associated with traditional fossil fuel-based methods, contributing to a cleaner 
environment. 

 Cost-Effectiveness: Wastewater is often readily available at a lower cost compared to other 
feedstocks, making it an attractive option for economically viable hydrogen production. 

 Waste Valorization: Transforming wastewater into a valuable resource like hydrogen promotes 
circular economy principles and reduces environmental pollution. 

 

 

 

 



2.1.  Environmental Impact Assessment of Hydrogen Production from 
Wastewater 

The production of hydrogen from wastewater is gaining traction as a promising technology for 
sustainable energy production and wastewater treatment. This technology offers several 
potential environmental benefits, including: 

 Reduced greenhouse gas emissions: By replacing fossil fuels with clean hydrogen, the overall 
greenhouse gas emissions can be significantly reduced. 

 Increased energy security: Utilizing readily available wastewater can contribute to energy 
independence and security. 

 Improved water quality: Hydrogen production can remove organic matter and other pollutants 
from wastewater, leaving behind cleaner water for discharge or reuse. 

 Resource recovery: Valuable resources, such as nutrients and clean water, can be recovered 
from wastewater during the hydrogen production process. 

However, alongside these potential benefits, there are also some potential environmental 
impacts that need to be carefully considered: 

Potential Environmental Impacts: 

 Air emissions: Depending on the specific technology used, air emissions such as NOx, SOx, and 
particulate matter may be generated during the hydrogen production process. 

 Water consumption: Some hydrogen production technologies require significant amounts of 
water, which can strain local water resources. 

 Waste generation: Depending on the technology, various types of solid and liquid wastes may be 
generated during the process, which require proper disposal or treatment. 

 Energy consumption: The energy required for wastewater pre-treatment, hydrogen 
production, and post-treatment can significantly impact the overall environmental footprint of 
the technology. 

 Land use: The construction and operation of hydrogen production facilities require land, which 
may impact local ecosystems and land use patterns. 

 Ecological impacts: The release of chemicals or pollutants into the environment during the 
process can harm aquatic life and ecosystems. 

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA): 



A life cycle assessment (LCA) is a comprehensive tool used to assess the environmental impacts of 
a product or process throughout its entire life cycle, from raw material extraction to end-of-life 
disposal. LCA studies are crucial for identifying the key environmental hotspots and informing 
decisions about technology selection and process optimization. 

Several LCA studies have been conducted on hydrogen production from wastewater, 
demonstrating significant variations in environmental impacts depending on the specific 
technology, wastewater characteristics, and energy sources. Generally, the studies suggest that: 

 Electrolysis: Electrolysis powered by renewable energy sources has the lowest overall 
environmental footprint. However, the environmental impact of electrolysis is highly dependent 
on the energy mix used for electricity generation. 

 Dark fermentation: This technology generally has a lower environmental footprint than other 
biological processes, but it requires additional energy for heating and stirring. 

 Photofermentation: This process utilizes solar energy and can be a sustainable option; however, it 
is still in the development stage and requires further research and optimization. 

 Gasification: This technology can achieve high hydrogen yield, but it may have higher emissions 
and require more energy input. 

Environmental Impact Mitigation Strategies: 

Several strategies can be implemented to mitigate the potential environmental impacts of 
hydrogen production from wastewater: 

 Selection of the most environmentally friendly technology: Choosing a technology with low 
emissions, energy consumption, and water usage is crucial for minimizing the environmental 
footprint. 

 Implementation of energy-efficient processes: Utilizing energy-saving technologies and optimizing 
process parameters can significantly reduce energy consumption. 

 Renewable energy sources: Utilizing renewable energy sources such as solar or wind power can 
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Wastewater pre-treatment: Proper pre-treatment of wastewater can remove impurities and 
improve the efficiency of the hydrogen production process, reducing the emissions and 
environmental impact. 

 Waste management: Implementing proper waste management practices, including 
recycling, reuse, and safe disposal, is essential for minimizing the environmental impact of waste 
generated during the process. 



 Environmental monitoring and reporting: Continuous monitoring of environmental parameters 
and reporting on the environmental performance of the hydrogen production facility is crucial for 
ensuring compliance with regulations and identifying areas for further improvement. 

Conclusion: 

Hydrogen production from wastewater presents an exciting opportunity for sustainable energy 
production and wastewater treatment. However, carefully evaluating the potential 
environmental impacts and implementing appropriate mitigation strategies is crucial for 
ensuring the sustainability of this technology. By choosing the right technology, utilizing 
renewable energy sources, optimizing processes, and implementing effective waste 
management strategies, hydrogen production from wastewater can contribute to a cleaner and 
more sustainable future. 

2.3 Economic Feasibility and Market Trends in Wastewater Electrolysis 

The economic feasibility and market trends of wastewater electrolysis are complex and 
multifaceted. While the technology holds significant promise for sustainable energy production 
and wastewater treatment, there are several challenges that need to be addressed before it can 
achieve widespread adoption. 

Economic Feasibility: 

The current economic feasibility of wastewater electrolysis is largely dependent on several 
factors: 

 Technology maturity: The technology is still relatively young and developing, resulting in higher capital 
costs compared to established technologies like fossil fuel-based hydrogen production. 

 Energy costs: The cost of electricity significantly impacts the overall production cost of hydrogen. Utilizing 
renewable energy sources can improve economic feasibility. 

 Wastewater characteristics: The composition of wastewater can significantly influence the efficiency and 
cost of hydrogen production. High organic content can be advantageous, while high salinity or toxic 
contaminants can increase costs. 

 Scale of operation: Larger production facilities offer economies of scale, potentially leading to lower costs 
per unit of hydrogen produced. 

 Government incentives: Policy instruments and subsidies can play a crucial role in encouraging 
development and initial investment in the technology. 

Market Trends: 



Despite the current challenges, the market for wastewater electrolysis is experiencing significant 
growth due to several driving forces: 

 Growing demand for clean hydrogen: The global demand for clean hydrogen is rapidly increasing due to 
its potential to decarbonize various industries, including transportation, power generation, and industrial 
processes. 

 Increasing environmental concerns: Growing awareness about climate change and environmental 
pollution is driving demand for sustainable technologies like wastewater electrolysis. 

 Technological advancements: Continuous advancements in electrolysis technologies are leading to 
improved efficiency, lower costs, and increased scalability. 

 Focus on circular economy: Wastewater electrolysis aligns perfectly with the principles of a circular 
economy, promoting resource recovery and waste utilization. 

 Government support: Many governments are implementing policies and initiatives to support the 
development and deployment of clean hydrogen technologies, including wastewater electrolysis. 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

While the market trends are positive, several challenges need to be addressed for wastewater 
electrolysis to reach its full potential: 

 High capital costs: Reducing capital costs through technological advancements and innovative financing 
models is crucial. 

 Energy dependence: Utilizing renewable energy sources and improving energy efficiency are essential for 
achieving economic and environmental sustainability. 

 Wastewater infrastructure: Upgrading and expanding wastewater infrastructure to accommodate 
electrolysis technology is necessary. 

 Regulatory uncertainties: Clear and supportive regulatory frameworks are needed to encourage 
investment and long-term market stability. 

 **Public 

2.4 Sustainability Aspects of Wastewater Electrolysis: LCA and TEA 

Wastewater electrolysis presents a promising approach for sustainable hydrogen production, 
offering environmental benefits and potential economic viability. However, a complete 
understanding of its sustainability requires comprehensive analysis through life cycle assessment 
(LCA) and techno-economic assessment (TEA). 

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA): 



LCA evaluates the environmental impact of a product or process throughout its life cycle, from 
raw material extraction to end-of-life disposal. Key environmental aspects assessed in an LCA of 
wastewater electrolysis include: 

 Climate change: Greenhouse gas emissions associated with electricity used for electrolysis, wastewater 
pre-treatment, and hydrogen production infrastructure. 

 Resource depletion: Consumption of water, energy, and other resources during the process. 

 Air and water pollution: Potential emissions of pollutants such as NOx, SOx, and particulate matter during 
electrolysis and wastewater treatment. 

 Land use: Land required for wastewater treatment facilities, electrolysis infrastructure, and potential 
renewable energy sources. 

 Biodiversity: Potential impacts on aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems due to resource 
extraction, emissions, and waste disposal. 

Techno-Economic Assessment (TEA): 

TEA evaluates the economic feasibility of a technology by analyzing capital and operating costs, 
potential revenue streams, and overall profitability. Key economic aspects assessed in a TEA of 
wastewater electrolysis include: 

 Capital costs: Investment required for electrolysis equipment, wastewater pre-treatment facilities, and 
hydrogen storage infrastructure. 

 Operating costs: Costs associated with electricity, water, chemicals, maintenance, and labor. 

 Revenue: Potential income from selling hydrogen as a fuel, energy feedstock, or chemical precursor. 

 Internal rate of return (IRR): A measure of the profitability of the project, indicating the annual rate of 
return on investment. 

 Payback period: The time required for the project to recover its initial investment. 

Synergy between LCA and TEA: 

Combining LCA and TEA results provides a holistic understanding of the sustainability of 
wastewater electrolysis. The LCA identifies environmental hotspots and potential trade-offs, 
while the TEA informs decisions about technology selection, process optimization, and resource 
allocation to optimize both economic viability and environmental performance. 

Sustainability Challenges and Opportunities: 

Despite its potential, wastewater electrolysis faces some sustainability challenges: 



 High energy consumption: Reducing reliance on fossil fuels and utilizing renewable energy sources is 
crucial for minimizing greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Wastewater pre-treatment: Ensuring efficient and sustainable pre-treatment processes to minimize 
environmental impacts and maximize hydrogen production efficiency. 

 Byproduct management: Managing and utilizing byproducts generated during the process, such as 
oxygen and treated water, can generate additional revenue and reduce environmental impacts. 

 Technology development: Continued research and development efforts are needed to improve the 
efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and scalability of the technology. 

Opportunities for improving sustainability: 

 Integration with renewable energy sources: Utilizing solar, wind, or other renewable energy sources for 
electrolysis significantly reduces greenhouse gas emissions and increases the overall sustainability of the 
process. 

 Improved process efficiency: Optimizing process parameters and utilizing advanced technologies can 
increase hydrogen production efficiency and reduce resource consumption. 

 Wastewater quality control: Maintaining consistent wastewater quality can improve process 
efficiency, reduce environmental impacts, and ensure the long-term sustainability of the technology. 

 Policy and regulatory support: Implementing supportive policies and regulations can encourage 
investment in the technology, promote research and development, and accelerate its transition to 
commercial viability. 

Conclusion: 

By combining LCA and TEA, a comprehensive understanding of the sustainability of wastewater 
electrolysis can be achieved. This approach facilitates informed decision-making regarding 
technology development, process optimization, and resource allocation, paving the way for a 
more sustainable and environmentally friendly hydrogen production future. 

 

 

 

3) Wastewater as a Feedstock for Hydrogen Production 

Wastewater, an abundant but often overlooked resource, holds immense potential as a feedstock 
for hydrogen production. This innovative approach offers a sustainable and environmentally 
friendly solution to address both energy and water challenges. 

Why Wastewater? 



 Abundant Resource: Wastewater is generated from various sources, including 
domestic, industrial, and agricultural activities. Globally, an estimated 1.5 trillion cubic meters of 
wastewater are produced annually, representing a readily available feedstock. 

 Organic Matter Content: Wastewater contains organic matter, such as 
carbohydrates, proteins, and fats, which can be converted into hydrogen through various 
biological and thermochemical processes. 

 Waste Reduction: Utilizing wastewater for hydrogen production reduces the environmental 
burden associated with its treatment and disposal. 

 Energy Source: Hydrogen is a clean-burning fuel with diverse applications in transportation, power 
generation, and industrial processes. 

Hydrogen Production Techniques from Wastewater: 

 Anaerobic Digestion: Microorganisms decompose organic matter in wastewater under oxygen-
free conditions, producing biogas, a mixture of methane and carbon dioxide. Methane can be 
further reformed to produce hydrogen. 

 Dark Fermentation: Specific bacteria convert organic matter into hydrogen and organic acids under 
controlled conditions. This process offers higher hydrogen yields compared to traditional 
anaerobic digestion. 

 Electrolysis: Wastewater can be directly used as an electrolyte in electrolysis cells, where electrical 
energy splits water molecules into hydrogen and oxygen. This method avoids the need for organic 
matter conversion but requires significant energy input. 

 Photocatalysis: Sunlight and specialized catalysts can split organic matter in wastewater into 
hydrogen and other products. This emerging technology is still under development but holds 
promise for future applications. 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

 Contaminants: Wastewater can contain various contaminants, such as heavy metals and 
pharmaceuticals, which can inhibit hydrogen production processes or require additional 
purification steps. 

 Energy Consumption: Some hydrogen production techniques from wastewater, like 
electrolysis, require significant energy input. Integrating renewable energy sources is crucial for 
sustainability. 

 Technology Maturity: Certain technologies, like dark fermentation and photocatalysis, are still in 
their early stages of development and require further research and optimization. 

 Economic Viability: The cost of hydrogen production from wastewater needs to be competitive 
with conventional methods for widespread adoption. 



Overall, utilizing wastewater as a feedstock for hydrogen production holds tremendous potential 
for a sustainable and circular economy. By overcoming the existing challenges and fostering 
technological advancements, this approach can contribute to a cleaner energy future and efficient 
water management. 

3.1) Characteristic of waste water suitable for electrolytic 

hydrogen production:  

High organic content: Wastewater with high organic content, such as municipal wastewater, 

industrial wastewater from food processing, brewery, textile, paper and pulp industries, is 

ideal for electrolytic hydrogen production. Organic matter in the wastewater acts as a fuel 

source for the electrolysis process, reducing the overall energy consumption. 

Low salinity: High salinity levels in wastewater can lead to scaling on the electrodes, reducing the 

efficiency of the electrolysis process. Wastewater with a salinity level below 5 g/L is considered suitable 

for hydrogen production. 

Neutral pH: Wastewater with a neutral pH (between 6 and 8) is preferred for electrolysis. 
Highly acidic or alkaline wastewater can corrode the electrodes and reduce their lifespan. 

Low inorganic content: Inorganic compounds such as sulfur, nitrogen, and phosphorus can 
interfere with the electrolysis process and reduce the purity of the produced hydrogen. 
Wastewater with low levels of these compounds is ideal for hydrogen production. 

Biodegradable: Wastewater containing biodegradable organic matter is preferred as it can be 
treated anaerobically, producing biogas (mainly methane) that can be used as a fuel source for 
the electrolysis process. 

Free from toxic substances: Wastewater containing toxic substances such as heavy metals 
and organic pollutants can pose environmental and health risks. Wastewater should be free from 
these substances before being used for hydrogen production. 

Here is a table summarizing the key characteristics of suitable wastewater for electrolytic 
hydrogen production: 

Characteristic Description   

Organic content High (BOD/COD > 2 g/L)   

Salinity Low (< 5 g/L)   



pH Neutral (6-8)   

Inorganic content Low   

 Biodegradable Yes   

Free from toxic substances Yes   

 

3.2) Availability and Sources of Wastewater for Hydrogen Generation 

Wastewater is a readily available resource that can be utilized for hydrogen production through 
various processes, including electrolysis. Its availability makes it a cost-effective and sustainable 
alternative to traditional hydrogen production methods. 

Here are some of the key sources of wastewater for hydrogen generation: 

Municipal Wastewater: 

 Generated from homes, businesses, and institutions. 

 Contains organic matter, nutrients, and other contaminants. 

 Available in large quantities throughout the world. 

 Requires pre-treatment to remove harmful pollutants before being used for hydrogen 
production. 

Industrial Wastewater: 

 Produced by various industries such as food processing, breweries, textiles, paper and pulp, and 
chemical plants. 

 Often contains high levels of organic matter and specific chemicals depending on the industry. 

 May require specialized pre-treatment processes depending on the composition of the 
wastewater. 

Agricultural Wastewater: 



 Generated from livestock farms, dairies, and crop irrigation. 

 Contains organic matter, nutrients, and agricultural chemicals. 

 Availability varies depending on the season and agricultural practices. 

 Requires pre-treatment to remove pathogens and other harmful substances. 

Landfill Leachate: 

 Liquid generated from the decomposition of waste in landfills. 

 Contains high levels of organic matter and dissolved solids. 

 Requires specialized treatment processes due to its complex composition. 

 Offers a unique opportunity to convert waste into a valuable resource. 

Blackwater from Septic Tanks: 

 Wastewater generated from toilets and other sanitation facilities. 

 Contains high levels of organic matter and pathogens. 

 Requires significant pre-treatment before being used for hydrogen production. 

 Offers potential for decentralized hydrogen generation in rural areas. 

Other Sources: 

 Food waste 

 Algae 

 Wastewater from oil and gas production 

 Produced water from hydraulic fracturing 

Global Availability: The amount of wastewater generated globally is vast, estimated to be 
around 380,000 gigaliters per year. This significantly exceeds the water required for hydrogen 
production, even in a mature hydrogen economy. This abundant resource offers a promising 
avenue for sustainable hydrogen production. 

Factors to Consider: 

 Water quality: The quality of the wastewater plays a crucial role in its suitability for hydrogen 
production. Factors like organic content, salinity, pH, and presence of contaminants need to be 
evaluated. 
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